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Congress of the United States
Houge of Repregentatibes
TWaghington, BC 20515-1317

January 13, 2015

Governor Bruce Rauner
Office of the Governor
207 State House
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Governor Rauner:

It was a pleasure meeting with you during the Illinois Congressional Delegation’s bipartisan
lunch in Washington, D.C., last month, and congratulations on your inauguration. As you know,
strong infrastructure is key to the flow of people and goods in and around Illinois’ 17th
Congressional District. In addition to the other transportation projects we discussed last month, I
want to once again bring your attention to the Chicago to Rockford-Galena-Dubuque passenger
rail line. This passenger rail line would help connect my region of Illinois to the transit hub of
Chicago and to the rest of the Midwest and country. It would also lead to job creation and boost
economic and community development.

As you may know, Amtrak has been assisting Illinois with the new Chicago to Rockford-Galena-
Dubugque route, including helping the Illinois Department of Transportation with ongoing
negotiations with both Union Pacific and Canadian National Railway. The immediate goal has
been for this new line to accommodate one train daily in each direction between Chicago and the
farthest northwest corner of our state, where Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin meet.

I was pleased when the announcement regarding passenger rail service from Chicago to
Rockford was made, and that plans call for service to eventually be extended to Galena and
beyond. It was an additional sign that things were moving in the right direction when an April
2014 announcement committed capital-plan rail money to rebuild the Union Pacific freight line
so that it could accommodate passenger trains.

The Chicago to Rockford portion of the line is progressing due to successful negotiations with
Union Pacific for the use and modification of their freight line, but I urge you to focus your team
on its continued progress. The advancement of the Galena and Dubuque extension is another
vital piece of this project that will help improve the economy and accessibility of communities
across northwest [llinois.




Thank you for attention to this matter, and I respectfully ask that you continue efforts to make
this much needed line a reality for the people of Illinois. I look forward to our continued
partnership on this and other transportation projects that reflect the needs and realities of my
region.

Sincerely,

et

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

ce: Randy Blankenhorn, Secretary of Transportation, Illinois Department of Transportation




