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Congress of the United States

PHouse of Repregentatibes
Waghington, DC 20515-1317

April 22, 2016

Mayor John Pritchard
55 W. Tompkins Street
Galesburg, IL 61401

Dear Mayor Pritchard,

Thank you for your response to my last letter. My team is reviewing the data provided and while
I am sure we will have additional inquiries, I appreciate your effort to respond in a timely
manner.

What’s most important to me, and I’m sure what’s most important to you, is making sure that
everything is being done to protect the families of Galesburg and Knox County. With that, I have
five recommendations and requests.

First, I have assigned a watchdog task force in my office to work with government officials at all
levels to develop solutions to this problem. We have been reaching out to leading national
experts in the fields of environmental health, water infrastructure and quality, and pediatric
medicine. Because more than 14 percent of the children tested in Knox County, according to the
2014 Tllinois Department of Public Health’s Lead Surveillance Report, had blood levels higher
than the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s recommended lead level for medical
action, I think it’s important for us to gather input from experts in all of these fields and treat this
issue with the seriousness it deserves. So it’s in the spirit of collaboration and problem solving
that I would like to connect these experts with you and your team at City Hall as well as the
Knox County Health Department so we can work together to get to the root of this problem.
Additionally, we would welcome the opportunity to work with any experts either you or the
Knox County Department of Health have been working with.

Second, as you are aware, we have reached out to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to
seek their technical assistance and expertise. My understanding is that they have reached out to
the city and Illinois Environmental Protection Agency to offer their assistance. I would strongly
recommend that you formally accept this offer so that we can bring as many resources to the
table as possible to solve this problem.

Third, when we met on Friday, April 8, 2016, I urged you to begin the process of applying for
low interest federally funded loans through the Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. I
understand your financial concern centers around whether these loans could potentially be
forgiven. To determine whether the loans can be forgiven, the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency must conduct a financial analysis of the city. This can be done, and they have offered to
do so, before the City of Galesburg would need to make a formal application for these funds. As



we continue working together to develop a long-term solution, I believe this is a logical next step
so that the city is in position to take advantage of this potential opportunity.

Fourth, I am requesting a copy of your current corrosion control plan and any corrosion control
studies or consultant reports that have been completed within the past 10 years. While I
understand that the city has taken corrective action following the most recent water test, I would
like to make sure that we are exploring every possible aspect to this process and reviewing this
as thoroughly as possible.

Finally, I would like to continue collaborating with the City of Galesburg to identify additional
grants and programs to not only mitigate the community’s exposure to lead from water, paint,
dust, or other sources, but also to improve the City’s economic well-being. Economic
development and job creation are top priorities of mine and I know that they are priorities that
we share. I strongly believe that we must work together to overcome this challenge so that
Galesburg continues to be a community where people can live, work and raise a family for
generations to come.

I look forward to working with you on behalf of the children and families in Galesburg and Knox
County.

Sincerely,

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress



