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Congress of the United States
#Houge of Repregentatives

Washington, BE 20515-1317

Governor Bruce Rauner
Office of the Governor
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: 217-782-0244
June 24,2015

Dear Governor Rauner:

I write to encourage the State of Illinois’ participation in the recently announced U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Biofuels Infrastructure Partnership. Through this partnership, the USDA is investing
up to $100 million to support the infrastructure needed to make more renewable fuel options available to
American consumers. The partnership will be administered through competitive grants, which can be
matched by state or private dollars.

According to a recent study completed by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, the majority of
retail fueling equipment and storage infrastructure in the United States is compatible with E15. However,
there remain areas of needed improvement in retail fueling infrastructure that grants through this
partnership will address. As retailers must update pumps in the coming years to remain compatible with
the latest payment technologies, I see this partnership as a tremendous opportunity to standardize retail
fueling equipment for higher blends of ethanol.

Additionally, projects funded by these competitive grants will expand markets for farmers and help states
diversify their rural energy portfolios. Ultimately, these projects will support rural economic growth and
jobs, all while providing consumers more choices at the pump.

Illinois’ 14 ethanol plants have an annual production capacity of 1.4 billion gallons, representing nearly
10% of aggregate U.S. capacity. The ethanol industry in Illinois supports more than 70,000 jobs, paying
out $4.7 billion in wages and creating $17.5 billion in annual economic output. With the potential to
create even more good-paying jobs across our state, and with the promise of more affordable fueling
options for consumers in Illinois, I would strongly support the State of Illinois participating in this grant
competition process.

I have attached a copy of the Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA) which contains greater detail
regarding the application process and requirements. All applications for USDA-FSA-2015-22 must be
submitted using www.grants.gov by July 15, 2015.

[ appreciate your time and attention to this important matter and look forward to working with you as this
initiative moves forward.

Sincerely,

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress



