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Congress of the United States
THouge of Repregentatibes

TWashington, DC 20515-1317

April 12,2016

Mayor John Pritchard
Galesburg City Hall

55 W. Tompkins Street
Galesburg, IL 61401

Dear Mayor Pritchard,

Thank you for meeting with me on Friday, April 8, 2016, to discuss the elevated levels of lead found within the
water of certain Galesburg homes. While I appreciate the time that you and your associates took to answer my
questions, I am writing to express my continued concern and ask several questions in the interest of transparency.

For children, any exposure to lead is problematic and the CDC recommends that lead concentrations in drinking
water should be below the EPA action level of 15 parts per billion. However, the most recent test in December
2015 showed a level of 22ppb. Water quality issues in Galesburg have persisted for over twenty years and it’s
clear that we must seek a long-term solution to this long-term problem.

[ understand your desire to identify the prevalence of lead-based paint and dust within the community; however, |
strongly believe that we cannot discount the potential consequences of lead contaminated water. With that in
mind, I request the following information and data:

1. According to the EPA, the water system in Galesburg has exceeded the action level 32 times,
beginning in 1992. Please provide the full set of data for each round of compliance sampling
performed since January 1, 1992, including the lead level in ppb for each test site. I also ask that
you disclose the location of each test site and that you prioritize the submission of the 2015
sampling data.

2, Explain the selection criteria for testing sites.

3. , Provide the number of compliance sampling sites that have confirmed lead service lines.

4, Please provide a copy of the sampling instructions provided to residents who take compliance
samples.

5. Please provide the dates on which residents of testing sites were notified of their lead and copper

sample results, and a copy of any public health information about risks of lead in drinking water
provided at that time.

6. Under the Lead and Copper Rule, water systems that continue to exceed the action level after
undergoing source water treatment and/or corrosion control treatment must perform lead service
line replacement. Since 1992, has the City of Galesburg replaced any lead service lines? If so,
how many homes or apartments have they replaced the private service lines for each year?

7. Please provide a map of the estimated 4,700 homes with lead service lines.



8. Has the City of Galesburg informed any of the residents or owners of those 4,700 homes that their
service line may be lead? If so, when? Please provide a copy of the notification sent to
consumers. When did the Illinois EPA last visit the City of Galesburg? What was the purpose of
this visit?

0. How are consumers notified of an exceedance? Are these notifications offered in any language
other than English?

10. Does the City of Galesburg plan to provide residents with free water testing? If so, how do you
plan to inform the public of this service?

11. When were the results of the December 2015 water test first received by city officials? Can you
give a timeline of action the City took after first receiving this information?

12. When will the City of Galesburg perform the next round of compliance sampling? What other
actions to decrease lead levels does the City intend to take before that time?

13. Please outline the City’s plan to support the Knox County Department of Public Health to
identify the primary source of lead contamination. Include any specifics with regard to drinking
water testing.

When it comes to protecting the health of families in our community, prevention is critically important and I am
committed to doing everything in my power to minimize our children’s exposure to lead. I thank you for your
prompt attention to this matter so that we can ensure that families in Galesburg are fully informed about the facts.
I look forward to working with you to develop a long-term solution to this problem.

Sincerely,

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

CC:  Todd Thompson
Wayne Carl
Richard Nelson
Tim Fey



